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2. violence against women” is understood as a violation of human rights and a form of discrimi-

nation against women and shall mean all acts of gender-based violence that result in, or are likely

to result in, physical, sexual, psychological or economic harm or suffering to women, including

threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or
in private life.
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1.The purposes of this Convention are to: -Protect women against all forms of violence, and
prevent, prosecute and eliminate violence against women and domestic violence;
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3. Parties shall take, where appropriate, the necessary steps to include teaching material on issues
such as equality between women and men, non-stereotyped gender roles, mutual respect, non-vi-
olent conflict resolution in interpersonal relationships, gender-based violence against women and
the right to personal integrity, adapted to the evolving capacity of learners, in formal curricula
and at all levels of education.
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6. Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to provide for the setting up of
appropriate, easily accessible rape crisis or sexual violence referral centres for victims in suffi-
cient numbers to provide for medical and forensic examination, trauma support and counselling
for victims.
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2. Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that victims have ac-
cess to services facilitating their recovery from violence. These measures should include, when
necessary, services such as legal and psychological counselling, financial assistance, housing,
education, training and assistance in finding employment. Parties shall take the necessary legis-
lative or other measures to ensure that victims have access to health care and social services and
that services are adequately resourced and professionals are trained to assist victims and refer
them to the appropriate services.
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4. Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of forcing an adult or a child to enter into a marriage is criminalised. Parties shall take
the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the intentional conduct of luring an
adult or a child to the territory of a Party or State other than the one she or he resides in with the
purpose of forcing this adult or child to enter into a marriage is criminalised.
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6 . Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that investigations and
judicial proceedings in relation to all forms of violence covered by the scope of this Convention
are carried out without undue delay while taking into consideration the rights of the victim
during all stages of the criminal proceedings. Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other
measures, in conformity with the fundamental principles of human rights and having regard to
the gendered understanding of violence, to ensure the effective investigation and prosecution of
offences established in accordance with this Convention.
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2. Parties shall take the necessary legislative or other measures to ensure that the following cir-
cumstances, insofar as they do not already form part of the constituent elements of the offence,
may, in conformity with the relevant provisions of internal law, be taken into consideration as
aggravating circumstances in the determination of the sentence in relation to the offences estab-
lished in accordance with this Convention:

- the offence was committed by two or more people acting together;
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